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PROJECT PLANNING AND IMPLAMENTATION

One of our missions, as the Holy Rosary Council, is to help
spread the beauty of the holy rosary in our catholic faith.
Through our Rosary Committee, we make and distribute
rosaries in our four urban parishes, to new candidates, those
receiving their sacraments and to graduating elementary
school students. We also sell and repair rosaries at council and
parish functions.

One of our goals was to do something special with the rosary
at the MCC Elementary School. With this goal in mind, I was
constantly on the lookout for a way to accomplish this. Our
District Deputy, Thomas Ketchum, directed me to look at a
very special presentation while attending the Knights of
Columbus State Convention, on Mackinac Island. This special
event was on the lower grounds of the Grand Hotel. It was the
“Living Rosary” presented by the Color Guard of the Fourth
Degree Knights.

I was very impressed by its simplicity and beauty. I tried to
think of a way that this beautiful spectacle could be adapted
for the children back home. As a retired schoolteacher, I used
my past experiences to integrate the idea of the convention’s
“Living Rosary” into one that would be useful and enjoyable to
the children at school.

The idea of a very large rosary might intrigue them and help
them pray better and maybe help them be more devout in their
praying. I know that the more senses my former students used,
in learning the subject matter, the easier it was to learn it.
With the help of a 100-foot long rosary, and all 130 students
and teachers sitting around it, I knew that they would
experience the rosary in a whole new manner. At this time, it
was easy for me to picture a very large rosary and how it was
to be built.

I presented this idea first to our Rosary Committee and then
to our council. With their backing, we started on the project.



Starting with a 100 foot long blue cord and using the
experience of constructing our smaller rosaries, I knew we had
to measure, mark and place 59 gold painted tennis balls evenly
around the cord to form the rosary. There was also a gold
painted wooden center piece and a large, 5 feet by 3 feet,
wooden cross.

Working with one of the third grade teacher, Mrs. Katie
Welch and the school secretary, Mrs. Pat Stacy, the “Living
Rosary” prayer service was organized and brought to life.
Each class, grades one through four, were assigned to a certain
decade of the rosary, with students rotated monthly as the
“Hail Mary” beads and their teachers as the “Our Father”
beads. The “bead kids” and teachers would stand when their
prayer was said, repeating the prayers until the rosary was
completed. The Principle and the teachers took turns leading
the different mysteries and the prayer service.

The students seemed to really enjoy the “Living Rosary.” I
have asked them to write their thoughts about their experience
saying the rosary this way. I have included their essays in this
project. Each week, we have also had a number of parents and
visitors who have come to also enjoy the “Living Rosary.” In
November, the Muskegon Chronicle newspaper printed a
wonderful article on the “Living Rosary.” This article is also
included. Sister Mary Ann Thue, who films and broadcasts
prayer services and religious discussions on a local T.V.
station, is planning on attending our April rosary service. She
will be filming our “Living Rosary” and telecasting it to the
whole Muskegon community. Our council is very happy that
the school has invited us back each month until the end of the
school year in June.

We hope that we will be invited back again next year to say
the “Living Rosary” with these school children. We also would
like to become more involved with the middle and high school
students at MCC and to also use the “Living Rosary” at more
community events.
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GRAND KNIGHT’S INTRODUCTION

We, as members of the Holy Rosary Council, are very proud
of the name we have chosen to represent our council. We are
even more aware of the significance of what it represents.
Thus, we are always exploring different ways to utilize the
symbol of our namesake, the rosary, and try to use it in the
service to our local parishes, our community, our families and,
especially in this service project, in service to our youth.

My wife, Kathy, and I, are both retired schoolteachers and
have spent much of our lives looking for ways to inspire our
students to learn and to help prepare them for richer and more
fuller life’s. As the Grand Knight of the Holy Rosary Council
#13579, I wanted to make sure that some of the practices and
experiences of our former profession would be implemented in
this project. One of the tools that have been fundamental for us
has been that of prayer, and the holy rosary is an integral part
of it. With this in mind, and using the tools for teaching, it
seemed almost inevitable that this project would evolve.

From the inspiration of the “Living Rosary” we witnessed at
the annual convention, it seemed obvious that the active
participation by those involved transformed the rosary into a
more personal and meaningful prayer. We chose to apply this
beautiful and religious inspiration to advance our Muskegon
Catholic students in their prayerful service to God.

This rosary had to be special. It had to be big, like the
island’s “Living Rosary.” It also had to inspire the children
toward a more meaningful prayer. Young children are in awe
of the number 100. This is a huge number. So we thought a 100
feet long rosary would do all this and maybe more. The

1



children are a big part of the rosary. They are called “bead
kids” and stand by their “Hail Mary” beads. Teachers are a
part of the rosary too, and they stand at the “Our Father”
beads. Thus, our “Living Rosary” came to life.

Through the comments of the students, teachers and parents,
we believe the “Living Rosary” has made a positive change in
the way each student prays, understands and enjoys the
recitation of the rosary. Should this project be deemed worthy
of a place among the best projects, it would be an added
reward. Our council has already been rewarded with the
satisfaction of being a part in helping our Catholic children
toward a more meaningful prayer life...as one student said,
“you helped us be closer to God.”

Michael L. Lewis
Grand Knight
Holy Rosary Council #13579
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SERVICE PROJECT PLAN & BUDGET

PROJECT PLAN AND SUPPLIES:

- Provide a large rosary for the students at Muskegon
Catholic Central Elementary School, for their
monthly praying of the rosary.

Equipment necessary to construct a very large rosary:
o 100 feet long cord for the chain.
o S50 tennis balls for the beads.
o 8 foot long 2x4 board for the cross.
o 14” x 12” wooden board for the centerpiece.
o Plastic Tote for storing and transporting Rosary.
o Misc. supplies: Spray paint, bronze nameplate,
metal attachments and assorted religious items.
Poster board display for activity pictures.
Take and develop of color photographs.
Service Project presentation supplies.

PROJECT COSTS:
- Rosary Supplies $70.00
- Plastic Tote 10.00
- Poster Board 7.00
- Picture Development/Ink 25.00
- Three Ring Notebooks 7.00
- Clear Page Covers 5.00
- Tab Dividers 3.00

Total Costs: $127.00
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“LIVING ROSARY” CALENDAR

OCT. 12

OCT. 13

OCT. 29

NOV. 11

NOYV. 26
DEC. 17
JAN. 28
FEB. 25

FEB. 25-29

MAR. 17

APR. 28

MAY 19

“Living Rosary” completed

Displayed and Used at the “America
Meets Fatima” Community Event

First time at MCC Elem. School

“Living Rosary” at Deanery Festival
at MCC

MCC Elementary School
MCC Elementary School
MCC Elementary School
MCC Elementary School

“Living Rosary” Picture Poster Display
for Catholic Schools Week

MCC Elementary School
Sr. Mary Ann Thue to film the “Living
Rosary” at MCC Elementary School

MCC Elementary School
(End of School Year)
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Plan for Resary:s

Mrs. Weleh will go to Wilma Hall and do the following preparations prior to the Rosary:

-tape children’s names to floor by bead. Names have been printed on sheet that contains
coordinating teacher's name.

=Chuairs at each teacher bead and teacher names on chairs

Mrs. Johmnsen to stand ot Apostle’s Creed cross

Mrs Welch and Miss Kissel will not stand ot an Our Father bead.
(Mrs, Welch will tell kids when to stand, and Miss Kissel will lead the decades.)

DIRECTIONS FOR $MOOTH SEATING © J

1. Have “bead kids” at the front of your line, andili show them to their spot.
2. The teacher should find her chair and have heristudents sit behind her* facing the rosary.
3. When we come to your bead, you only stand for your prayer, and then sit down.

We've never done this before. If you have any suggestions for the future, can see a potential
crisis, or have any questions, please let me know now!
Really, | think it's going to be quite nice.

-Katie
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SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2007

Project gives Catholic
recitation new meaning

By Clayton Hardiman
chardiman@muskegonchronicle.com

bright, sunny skies, tolerable autumn temperatures
and rosary beads the size of tennis balls.

In fact, truth be told, the rosary beads actually were
tennis balls — each one attached to a rosary about
100 feet in length and accompanied by an elementary
school pupil, who rose to stand to signify a prayer.

The rosary came to life Monday at Muskegon Catho-
lic Elementary School in Norfon Shores. :

In the center of the school’s parking lot, next door
to the majestic sweep of St. Franecis de Sales Catholic
Chureh, a group of adults joined the gathering of chil-
dren in a recitation of the rosary of peace, with beads
for each prayer. In much the same way an individual
might use the beads of a rosary fo proceed through a
devotion, this prayer used beads on the living rosary.

A living rosary is more than just a dramatization of
the popular devotion. It is a way to more profoundly
involve participants in prayer

A-chiid sat at each bead; and, cued by an alert
teacher, stood in turn as the devotion came around to
hisor her bead.

Beneath the chanting of the prayers, there were

only the sounds of passing traffic out on MeCracken
Avenne snd the wind in the treae Tram nne naccing

It was perfect weather for outdoor prayer, with

CuU
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At top: Richard Eller and John Stoner of the Knights of Columbus Holy
Rosary Council No. 13579 help with the living rosary project.

Above: The 100-foot-long living rosary is used as a “visual learning
experience” for the students at Muskegon Catholic Central Elementary.

Oct. 13 by the Knights of Columbus in downtown Mus-
kegon's Hackley Park to commemorate the 90th anni-
versary of the 1917 miracle of Our Lady of Fatima, in
which the Virgin Mary is believed to have appeared to
three children in a village in Portugal.

For the children’s living. rosary this week, Lewis
bought rope and attached the tennis balls as beads.
One member of the rosarv committee made a eross lo
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B The devotion:
Rosary,

B The word; It is
derived from rosarium,
Latin for “rose garden.”

i Meaning: The
word refers to both a
set of beads used in
the devotion and the
devotional prayer itself.
H The prayer: Vocal
or silent prayer and
meditation, focused on
sequences of reciting
the Lord’s Prayer, a
number of recitations
of the "Hail Mary"
and a single recitation
of “Glory Be to the
Father.” After each
sequence, known as
a decade, participants
recite a plea for
‘'salvation believed to
have been requested
by the Virgin Mary at
‘Fatima.
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*From the Anniversary of the Blessed Mother’s visit to Fatima. Our
_ a next event for the “Living Rosary” wili be with the MCC
o -, Grand Knight* Elementary School students when they recite their
- - monthly rosary.
@ Dear Brothers of the Second, we held our annual M1 / Tootsie Roll Drive

Holy Rosary Council,

October was another busy month, I am continually
amazed al the dedication of you and your families, to our
parishes and programs, The awards on our wall are a
testament to the commitments our council has made, |
really believe that our council is in existence because of
our promises to God to serve Him and to serve the
community.

The 5t, Jean's Annual Chicken Dinner is not an official
couneil activity, but without the help of you and your
families, the dinner wouldn’{ be the success that it is,
The Trier family manned the grill to cook the delicious
chickens, Gerry & Mary Fethke organized the ticket
sales and Larry & Peggy Bogner ran the three monthly
50/50 raffles. With Kathy's organizational skills, we ran
the kitchen and brought the whole dinner together as
chairpersons of this community-building event, I can say
with pride that there were (18) Brother Knights working
the annual dinner, a couple of which were from Council
# 706.

During the weekend of October 13" & 14", there were
two very important events. First, our Rosary Community
used, for the first time, our new “Living Rosary.” This is
a large rosary made with a 100 fi. long cord, using tennis
balls as beads and a 5°x 3' wooden cross. We were very
pleased to have been a part of the Fatima Public Square
Rosary, sponsored by Council # 706. There were over
150 devout Catholics in attendance, to celebrate the 90"

and Membership Drive. Our Deputy Grand Knight and
Programs Director, Garret Kelenske, organized these
events, This year we expanded our locations to include
(2) Wesco (as Stations and The Station Grill, in
addition to our (4) parishes. Garret stated that, “1'm very
proud that 44% of our membership participated in this
year's drive.” We collected a total of $1,400.00 this year.
This is more than a 50% increase gver last year. Special
Olympics Area # 21 will again, be the recipient, of the
money raised this year.

During November, our council has (2) major events.
On the November 10", we have an important fundraiser,
the Younkers Community Day. Last year this event
brought in almost $600 to our council. 1 hope that we
can do befter this year, but we need everyone in the
council to do his part. Please take (5) coupon books to
sell and, if you can, help us sell other books at Younkers.
Call me if you can be of help.

November 11™ we will be a part of the Deanery
Festival at MCC High School, Again this year, we will
have rosaries and an information table. This is a very
good event for exposing our Holy Rosary council to the
local Catholic community and for expanding our rosary
mission. Let me know if you want to be a part of this
wanderful event. Yours In Christ,

Mike Lewis
Grand Knight
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On October 13™.a5 a part of the annive a of the gpearm_e

of Mary to the children of Fatima, members of the Knights of
Columbus, their families and members of our Catholic

community utilized the “Living Rosary” to pray the rosary as a
living example of their faith.

The rosary donated by the Holy Rosary Council # 13379 is faid
oul in preparation for the prayer service.
- Tl

o

GK Dick Perri, of Council # 705, lead the Futima Prayer
service, The life size scale rosary serves as a poigaant symbol
For the day’s events.

Brian Cerner mans the Knights informational table as a part of
our “Membership Blitz" during the Si. Jean's Annual Chicken
Dinner, : i

Gerry Fethke
mans the ticket
table for the
§t, Jean's
Chicken Dinner
(Right)

DGK Garrett
Kelenske helps
cook chicken at
the 81, Jean's
Chicken Dinner
(Left)

Mickey & Gihen Lewis get ren;_l to plate food for the Annyal
Chicken Dinner. -
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special he is to us and 1o show our support and concern.
Your involvement will make it even more special (and
more successiul),

We are hoping te collect new ornaments, lights,
garland and decorations to be donated to the Crosswait
family and are asking all Knights of Columbus members
in the Muskegon area to help. Your donations maybe
dropped off at Council # 706 Hall. Thaak you for your
generosity and help.

Judy Granstrom

Program Director

Prison / Jail Ministry

Diocese of Grand Rapids

Pastoral Services Division--Fostering Catholic Identity,
Engaging Pastoral Leadership, Transforming Lives and
Communities

*PICTURES FROM
OUR PROJECTS*
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Students ot MCC Elementary School get ready to participate in a “Living
Rnsao " aluua with members of the Holy Rosary Council # 13579 and

(Left) This student stands 1o say an
"Our Father” while keeping track
‘on his rosary

Right)
Head bowed and eyes closed, this
studeni recites o " Hail Mary”

———— -

Those students not 1aking the role of Jeading the a prayer encircle the “Living
Rosary"” and say their prayers

(Right)

GK Mike Luwis takes a
mament o promote the
“Living Rosary” a5 one of the
Youth Programs offered by
the Holy Rosary Couneil
8!3579&!11»;&: Muskegon
Deanery Festival

D> Thomas Ketchum, DGK Garreit Kelonske, Trustee 3 Haris and nesw
member Scott Houghtaling man the information table during the Muskegon
Deanery Festival
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Greater Muskegon Catholic Schools
The Crusader Spirir Publication — Winter, 2008
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[ “And Mary said, My soul proclaims the grealness of the Lord;

my spirit rejoices in God my savior.” Luke 1:46-47

with the Living Rosary, a 100-foot rosary designed by members of the local Knights of Columbus. In
addition to sharing daily morning prayer and weekly Masses, elementary students pray the Living Ro-
sary together once a month. The first rosary was offered for world peace, and subsequent dedica-
tions will be chosen by each class.

PARENT TESTIMONIAL: Michael Muskovin

“Thank you so very much for making the Living Rosary
available to MCCE. My son is in 2" grade and loves it. I found
it difficult to get him excited about the rosary before your visits
and now he joins me each night in praying it.
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Dedicated October 2007

Our council displayed our new “Living j
Rosary” at the MCC Deanery Festival. |




Brothers Knights with the “Living
g Rosary” at MCC Elem. — Lt to Rt -
| Wayne LaPointe, GK Mike Lewis,

Rich Eller and John Stoner.

I

S, = _F

& The “Living Rosary” used for the first time
| At kegon Catholic Central Elem. School.




Part of our council’s Rosary Committee: Lt to Rt -
' Baudel Enriquez, Wayne LaPointe, Rich Eller, sy i)
Garret Kelenske and Mike Lewis (photographer). Ei8

The “lemg Rosary” used for the first time at the
Fatima Anmversary Commumty Prayer Service.




¥
N The “Living Rosary Bead Kids” stand

B as their Hail Mary is being said. Mrs.
* Katie Welch helps directs.

1
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With winter approaching, we moved the
“Liig_Ro_” inside to Wilma Hall.







“BEAD KIDS.”




' The “Living Rosary” display board for L
Catholic Schools Week.

¥ “We like saying the rosary more now, |

999

8l because of the ‘Livipg Rosary.
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AnnMarie
March 14, 2008

I love the Living Rosary. Here are
some reasons why. First of all it is sweet
to get altogether to say the Living
Rosary. It is so much easier to know
where I am at with people standing up. I
can understand more with the bigger
rosary. The small rosary is hard to say
with everyone. The Living rosary is giant!
People should really appreciate what the
Knights of Columbus did. I just adore The
Living Rosary
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Why I Like the Living Rosary

y I admire the living rosary, so

There are so many reasons wh
I'll only say a few. One part about

ry is that it is a lot easier to

he rosa

g up when we're at their bead.
ndred foot long rosary is that

follow along because a person is standin

Another thing that I like about the hu

and I want to help out all the

you get fo participate in the praying,
time. One more thing that makes me ca

re is that I know so many people
nto helping our school get closer

g me really pray with the rosary.

made that rosary, and put their time i

to God. Thank you so much for makin

By: Catherine M. Daniel
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Chase
March 13, 2008
Writing

These are the reasons I love the Living Rosary. First of
all, I love it because it’s so HUMONGO! It helps to keep
track where we are. Secondly I enjoy it because it’s really
fun. When I'm using the little beads I kind of get bored.
Finally, I enjoy it because we get to stand up. It helps me
know where are. Last year I didn’t know where we were.
That’s why I love the living Rosary.

Nate
March 13, 2008
Writing

I like the living Rosary because you learn new prayers
you don’t say allot .Like, *'Hail Holy Queen"'. You get to
particapate. No one can stop you from praying. Someone else
leads it every time. Like once one teacher read and the next time
someone else read. I enjoy saying the Living Rosary.



