
“For I was hungry and you gave me food.  I was thirsty and you 

gave me drink…Amen I say to you, whatever you did for one of 

these least brothers of mine, you did for me.”   Matthew 26:34-40

Feeding the Hungry in 

St. Clair County, MI

Fr. William F. Welch Council No. 11756 

1505 Ballentine Street

Port Huron, MI 48060

Grand Knight: Mark Rummel

Project Chairs: Jeff Szostek and Frank and Debbie Stein
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Introduction Letter

March 10, 2025

Dear State Council Program Awards Committee,

Fr. William F. Welch Council No. 11756 is  extremely proud  to 
enter under the Community category our “Feeding the Hungry in 
St. Clair County, Michigan” program. This is a program that offers 
volunteer opportunities to help those in need through various 
local non-profit organizations.  This program unites members of 
our council, our ladies auxiliary, our parish, our brother knights 
from our tri-district  area, local businesses , other denominations 
of churches, and organizations.  All are united to answer Christ’s  
command: “Give them some food yourselves.” Mark 6:37
This project has brought awareness of the extent of hunger in St. 
Clair County and the current shortage of food  donations.  It also 
has in place, a distribution plan to place an estimated $312,000 
(130,000 pounds) worth of baked goods/year to the hungry of St. 
Clair County. This program is making a difference to thousands of 
people every month.  Our members are proud to take ownership  
of what needs to be done.  Several have commented that this is 
the reason they joined the Knights of Columbus.  We did it by 
implementing three core principles of the Knights of Columbus: 
Charity, Unity and Fraternity.

Respectfully submitted,

Mark Rummel                        Frank Stein, PGK
Grand Knight  Deputy Grand Knight, 
   Program Director
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Overview

“For I was hungry and you gave me food. I was thirsty and you gave me 
drink…Amen I say to you, whatever you did for one of these least brothers 
of mine, you did for me.”  Matthew 25:35-40  

 Past Grand Knight Frank Stein along with his wife Debbie, proposed to the 
council and wives that a community project that helped feed the hungry in 
St. Clair County should be undertaken.  The Blue Water Community Food 
Depot was the organization selected to work with.  The Food Depot is “a 
special work of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul” that “is the FREE food 
source for people in St. Clair County.”

After several phone conversations with Janine Dionne of the Food Depot 
about possibly putting together blessing bags for their customers, on 
September 9th a tour of the facility was undertaken.  Both Debbie and 
Frank came away with the feeling that the food supply was somewhat 
meager.  Bill Heinen from the Blue Water Community Food Depot said he 
recently had a meeting with other food providers in the area and, he 
said  “Without exception, everyone talked about the increasing requests 
for food, and we obviously expect an increase as we get toward the cold 
weather and holidays.” The walk-in freezer had no hamburger and only a 
small quantity of hot dogs.  The project immediately transformed to the 
idea of developing a long term plan to stock the shelves in order to give a 
source of hope and security to those that need it most.

Frank and Debbie, along with Brother Knights Chip Gerlach, Jeff Szostek, 
and Tony Paladino proposed we implement Supreme Council’s “Food for 
Families” program.  We would take care of the immediate need to get meat 
in the freezer and food on the shelves.  This would be accomplished with a 
two-weekend food drive and the solicitation of funds.  One weekend the 
Knights would have a pancake breakfast and the next a burrito sale.  In 
December, the Ladies’ Auxiliary would make a donation from their cookie 
sale towards the effort.  The funds would go towards buying 2-sides of beef 
ground to hamburger.  The long-term goal is to have all the Knights of 
Columbus councils involved with their respective St. Vincent de Paul 
conference to develop a plan.  Getting the tri-district councils involved 
would make a major difference. 

Grand Knight, Mark Rummel, authorized council’s commitment.  For this 
project to be successful we needed St. Mary Parish, St. Vincent de Paul, 
Food Depot and council members buy-in.  During the next two weeks Frank 
and Debbie Stein held meetings with Fr. Zbig, St. Mary Parish pastor, St. 
Vincent de Paul St. Mary conference, and the board governing the Food 
Depot.  
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Overview

The timeline for the food drive was approved September 22nd.  With the sense 
of urgency, we scheduled it for weekend masses October 5th and 6th as well as 
October 12th and 13th.  The Knights would have a pancake breakfast October 6th 
and a breakfast burrito sale October 13th.  Flyers, bulletin advertisement and 
mass announcements were created to be reviewed for Fr. Zbig’s approval by 
September 24th.  September 30th an email blast was sent to members of Fr. 
William F. Welch council explaining the food drive and council’s goal of $3000 to 
purchase 2-sides of beef and 5,000 pounds of food to fill the Food Depot’s 
shelves.  We were being told that this was a very lofty goal.  Frank responded, 
“with the power of imagination, there is nothing you set out to do in your life 
that you won’t be able to achieve.  Setting lofty goals leverages your 
imaginative abilities and pushes you to accomplish something great.  Success 
begins in your mind, and if you are not limited in your thinking, you’ll always 
love setting big goals.  If you can imagine it, you can achieve it.  If you can 
dream it, you can become it.” (William F. Ward; an American motivational 
writer)

Jeff Szostek received commitment from Port Huron’s new car dealerships to 
partner with the Knights with this project.  Moran Chevrolet of Fort Gratiot, 
Moran Blue Water Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep and Ram, Cawood Auto Company and 
Northgate Ford made sizable financial donations and loaned us vehicles to park 
outside the church to collect then transport the food donations.  

With St. Mary Youth Group members and St. Vincent de Paul members assisting 
with the collection of food and money over 6,300 pounds of food and $9,500 
were amassed.  With the funds, Chip Gerlach and Frank Stein purchased 1,000 
pounds of 80/20 fine ground beef.  They assisted the Blue Water Community 
Food Depot by finding a location to receive the largest amount of beef and by 
driving to Saginaw and picking it up.  

The Blue Water Community Food Depot asked if the knights had a source for 
bread.  The Food Depot goes thru approximately 100-units/week.  They 
purchased the bread at a cost of $300/week.   October 6th, Chip Gerlach 
mentioned a possible source of bakery goods, Aunt Millie’s Bakery.  The bakery 
continuously removes product from stores before its expiration date.  Aunt 
Millie’s policy is to have the product donated for human consumption before it 
goes bad.  Over the next two weeks we opened discussion with Tom Cartmell, 
Aunt Millie’s Bakery Director of Sales for Southeast Michigan, requesting 200-
units of bread.  He would not even consider the proposal.  He explained that he 
needed a trustworthy organization to remove the entire product at one time.
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Overview

The current process was 1000-units/week from 2-pick-ups; one on Tuesday and the 
other on Friday and transporting it to Genesee County.  After discussion, Tom 
Cartmell would have conversation with Aunt Millie’s upper management to see if the 
Knights could get just one-day pick-up.  October 18th, Blue Water Community Food 
Depot issued a letter to Aunt Millie’s committing to picking up racks of bread and 
distributing to “Neighbors in Need” throughout St. Clair County.  This plan consisted 
of transportation via van to the warehouse on 10th Street.  At the St. Vincent de Paul 
conference meeting October 24th, the group approved being responsible for 
distribution of up to 1000-units/week.  Several members showed concern and more 
specifics as to the details of the project were requested.  November 1rst the initial 
plan failed to satisfy Aunt Millie’s requirements.  We accepted that and requested 
some time to improve our plan.

We identified several major obstacles we needed to overcome.  For a successful plan 
we needed a5vehicle that could move the bakery goods in one load, a location to 
distribute and a list of agencies that would use the 2,000/week of bakery products.  
November 9th, the prayers were answered when Trish Spencer, President of St. Mary 
Parish Ladies Auxiliary and the Director of Workforce Development of Goodwill 
Industries of St. Clair County, offered Goodwill’s truck and parking lot.  Trish also was 
able to use her network of contacts to create the list of agencies with the requested 
quantities of bakery products they could utilize.  November 13th Frank sent an email 
to Tom Cartmell stating we have a plan that should be acceptable.  The list consisted 
of 13-agencies with their estimated weekly usage; 2,000-units.  The detail of the 
partnership between Goodwill Industries of St. Clair County and Fr. William F. Welch 
Council No. 11756 Knights of Columbus was developed the following week.  
November 24th  Trish Spencer agreed that Goodwill would make available a truck with 
a lift gate, two workers and a spot in their parking lot for distribution.  Goodwill also 
supplied Aunt Millie’s with 501C3. Trish also agreed to work as the liaison between 
the Knights and the agencies. Frank Stein agreed that the Knights would be 
responsible for the usage paperwork, the manpower to distribute the bread and 
would make sure all products were distributed by the end of the day.  December 2nd 
Trish contacted all agencies to explain the plan: pick up your assigned quantity of 
product between 11 am and 3 pm from the back of the Goodwill truck parked in 
Goodwill’s parking lot.
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Overview

December 3rd Frank Stein, John Derler and Jeff Szostek distributed 2,376 
units of bakery products.  There were definitely areas we needed to improve 
our process.  We saw a need to sort products, to keep warm and dry on 
inclemate days and the excessive lifting needed improved.   It was 
determined that a team of 2-people is the minimum required for 4-hours.  
Sorting and boxing was a roadblock.  To address these issues on December 
17th the distribution was moved to Marshall E. Campbell Co’s heated 
warehouse.  We were able to use boxes that Marshall E. Campbell Co. was 
scrapping.  We had use of tables, chairs and benches.  We also contacted 
agencies that distributed boxes of food to those in need.  We identified the 
dates and the quantities required.  We were able to commit the required 
quantities and make arrangements for delivery.  Food pantries locations 
were identified.  Product was delivered and placed in the pantries weekly. 

Goodwill Industries and the Knights are committed to the distribution for 
the long-term.  We have the multiple agencies pick up scheduled Tuesdays.  
It will require 4-8 workers to receive, sort and box products from 10-11am 
and 2-4 workers are required from 11-1 to distribute.  This 416-832 man 
hours/year.  Friday’s we have scheduled for single agency to pick up day’s 
load.  This requires 2-4 workers one hour; additional 104-208 man hours.  
This project could use up to 1,040 man hours/year.

In St. Clair County we have a tri-district council consisting of 13-Knights of 
Columbus Councils.  December 5th, we sent an email to the 3-District 
Deputies and 13-Grand Knights explaining our program.  The plan is to 
receive 1000 units of baked goods every Tuesday and every Friday 52-
weeks/year.  That is 104,000 units of baked goods.  With an average sell 
price of $3.00/ea; that equals $312,000 worth of baked goods/year that we 
are able to distribute to the hungry in St. Clair County.  We invited other 
councils to donate some manpower.  The District Deputies allowed me to 
make my presentation at the winter tri-district meeting January 27th.

Msgr. E.J. McCormick Council No. 521 evaluated the program and is now 
managing distribution the first Friday of the month.  Fr. Patrick J. Cullinane 
Council No. 8710 picked up 800 units for a food distribution in Yale 
December 20th.  Our recommendation is to maximize the $500 refund 
available from Supreme Council using Food for Families program and donate 
to Blue Water Community Food Depot to purchase much needed meat.  As 
we continue with the program we encourage the 13-councils to do food 
drives, assist us with the bread distribution and donate. 
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Email to Membership
September 30, 2024
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Food Drive Committee and
Major Sponsors of Food Drive

October 5, 6, 12, 13, 2024

Event Committee
Grand Knight Mark Rummel

Chairmen:               Jeff Szostek 
and

Chairmen: Frank and Debbie Stein

Major Sponsors

Moran Chevrolet-Fort Gratiot
Moran Blue Water CDJR
Cawood Auto Company

Northgate Ford
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1rst Weekend Food Drive Notice
and Pancake Breakfast
St Mary Parish Bulletin 

September 28 & 29, 2024 10



2nd Weekend Food Drive Notice
and Breakfast Burrito Sale

St Mary Parish Bulletin 
October  5 & 6, 2024
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Thank-You for Donation to Food Drive
St Mary Parish Bulletin 
October  19 & 20, 2024 12



St. Vincent de Paul
St. Mary Port Huron Conference 

Assist with Food Drive
October 5, 6, 12, 13, 2024
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St. Mary Youth Group 
Assist with Food Drive

October 5, 6, 12, 13, 2024
14



Blue Water Community Food Depot
7,412 Pounds of Food 

Filling the Shelves
October 13, 2024 15



Blue Water Community Food Depot
Filling the Freezer with Meat

October 13, 2024

Frank Stein and Chip 
Gerlach, members of 
Council No. 11756 made 
arrangements to meet 
Gary Duquette of Blue 
Water Community Food 
Depot in Saginaw to pick 
up 1,000# of 80/20 Fine 
Ground Beef.  This was 
purchased with funds 
donated by major 
sponsors.

Before After
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Aunt Millie’s Bakery Donation Program

October 6,  2024-No End Date Projected

18



Blue Water Community Food Depot’s Proposal

October 18-November 1, 2024
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Revised Plan Partnering with
Goodwill Industries of St. Clair County

November 13, 2024

 BWCFD vehicle. 
----------------------------
 Goodwill Ind Truck 
Large enough with lift - 
gate.…………………….. →

On Nov 13, 2024, at 3:28 PM, Frank N. Stein 

Good afternoon Tom,

Our last conversation ended with you and I both wanting to have the bread 
distributed in St. Clair County.
At that time, Blue Water Community Food Depot, with the Knights of 
Columbus help, could not provide adequate distribution.
Trish Spencer is the president of St. Mary Parish Ladies Auxiliary.  Her 
husband is an officer in Fr. William F. Welch Council No. 11756 Knights of 
Columbus.  Trish is the Director, Workforce Development for Goodwill 
Industries of St. Clair County.  She was able to reach out to local agencies 
and develop a plan for distribution of 2,000+/- weekly.  I have attached a 
copy of her work.
We had one Church that has food distribution every weekend and would 
take all available after distribution on Friday; so none of it would sit over the 
weekend.
The agencies are all excited and are asking me when we will be able to start.

I will give you a call to follow up.
Thanks again,

Frank Stein
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List of Potential Recipients 
With Estimated Weekly Usage

November 13, 2024
21



List of Potential Recipients 
With Estimated Weekly Usage (pg.2)

November 13, 2024
22



Partnering with Goodwill Industries
Procedure Created by Trish Spencer and Frank Stein

November 22, 23, 24, 2024 23

Creating  the Aunt Millie’s 
Bakery Donation Program.

Aunt Millie’s, 
Goodwill Industries, and 

Knights of Columbus



First Distribution Day
Goodwill Industries of St. Clair County

From the Back of Delivery Truck in the Parking Lot
December 3, 2024

 Bread was being 
tossed in a large 
container.  
------------------------------

The knights are → 
handling them in 
bread trays on dollies.  
Much less damage to 
the items.

Original procedure is for items to stay on the truck for distribution.
Knights would sort items on the truck.  The agency pick up items 
would come to the back of the truck.  Frank Stein, Jeff Szostek and 
John Derler worked the first distribution day 10am-3pm.
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New Location
Marshall E Campbell Co. Warehouse

December 17, 2024

Improved the efficiency by moving the distribution from  the back 
of an open truck to a heated warehouse.  Product is sorted in 
boxes.  Agencies picking up product are able to drive right in.
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Every Tuesday and Friday the “Bread Box”, at St. John’s 
United Church of Christ 710 Pine Street, is filled with Aunt 
Millie’s Bakery  Items.

The Mid City Nutrition Program is located in the basement 
of St. Martin Lutheran Church.

Bread Distribution in St. Clair County
26
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The last Tuesday of the month is Harbor Impact Ministries “Impact 
Day.”  We deliver the day’s allotment to their distribution location.

Bread Distribution in St. Clair County

Every first 
Saturday of the 

month
Faith Lutheran 

Church distributes 
food .

We deliver the 
day’s allotment to 
their distribution 

location.
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January 10, 2025 

RE: Aunt Millie’s Bakery Donation Program 

Dear Marshall, 

Thank you for allowing the Aunt Millie’s Bakery Donation Program to distribute the bakery products 

from your warehouse.  Our team, consisting of employees from Goodwill Industries of St. Clair County 

and volunteers from Fr. William F. Welch Council No. 11756 Knights of Columbus, is very appreciative 

of being able to have a consistent location that is out of the elements.  Thanks also for the use of the 

boxes to ship the product to the needy of St. Clair County.   

During our first month, December 2024, our team distributed 13,482.5 pounds of Aunt Millie’s Bakery 

products that were removed from the retail shelves.  I have attached a list of the recipient along with 

the total number of units of bakery goods they received.  Products include all types of breads, hot 

dog buns, hamburger buns, bagels, English muffins, pitas, sub buns, dinner rolls and donuts.  We have 

been able to support agencies’ food giveaways at Harbor Impacts, Faith Lutheran Church, Eagles, 

Marysville Masonic and SOS Pantry in Marysville.  Weekly we fill the rack at St. Martin Lutheran 

Church and “Bread Box” at St. John’s United Church of Christ. 

Our team’s goal is to ensure that as few as possible go to bed hungry each night.  We are estimating 

104,000-units/year (2,000 units/week); with an average selling price of $3.00 equals $312,000 worth 

of baked goods/year that we are able to distribute to the hungry of St. Clair County. 

Sincerely, 

 

Frank Stein Past Grand Knight,  

Email: steinbrenner028@msn.com 

Attachment: December 2024 distribution 

 

Marshall Campbell 
President 
Marshall E. Campbell Co. 
2975 Lapeer Road 
Port Huron, MI 48060 
 

“Thank You” for Use of Warehouse
January 10, 2025
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Trish,

December 2024 is the first month of the Aunt Millie’s Bakery Donation Program.  Goodwill 
Industries of St. Clair County and Fr. William F. Welch Council No. 11756 Knights of Columbus 
have teamed together with Aunt Millie’s Bakery to distribute baked goods to the most needy 
here in St. Clair County.  Below is a list of recipients and  their usages.  

Frank Stein  Past Grand Knight

Recipient
Tuesday 

Dec 3

Friday 

Dec 6

Tuesday 

Dec 10

Friday 

Dec 13

Tuesday 

Dec 17

Friday 

Dec 20

Monday 

Dec 23

Friday 

Dec 27

Monday 

Dec 30
Total Total Weight 

Sanborn Gratiot Memorial 

Home
30 35 25 28 25 143 178.75

School Success Program 

Supervisor NorServ 

Group, LTD

88 0 35 123 153.75

Parent Support, St. Clair 

County Day 

Treatment/Night Watch

50 30 30 110 137.5

Blue Water Safe Horizons 

(8=average number of 

families)

48 56 24 50 64 242 302.5

Goodwill Industries of St. 

Clair County
720 480 240 240 240 240 2,160 2700

Catholic Charities 

offender success (OS & 

Prevention Services)

75 60 55 60 250 312.5

Port Huron Housing 

Commissions
100 100 0 200 250

SOS Marysville Food 

Pantry
500 500 400 99 1,499 1873.75

Blue Water Food Depot 140 100 100 100 100 540 675

Faith Lutheran Church  

(for food distribution the 

1rst Saturday of each 

month)

0 912 0 20 932 1165

Harbor Impacts Ministries    

(for food distribution the 

LAST TUESday of each 

month; pick up Friday 

before)

185 188 480 0 853 1066.25

Marysville Masonic Lodge 200 0 0 200 250

Holy Trinity Catholic 

Church
60 0 0 60 75

Sturges Memorial 

Congregational Church
30 25 20 24 99 123.75

Grandview Towers 100 100 0 200 250

Capac Food Pantry 0 0 40 40 50

St. Martin Lutheran 

Church (Soup Kitchen)
0 70 60 480 50 660 825

St. Paul Lutheran Church 50 50 0 100 125

Mid City Nutrition 0 100 0 100 125

Marysville American 

Legion
0 40 0 40 50

Fr. Patrick J. Cullinane 

Council No. 8710 Yale, 

MI

0 800 800 1000

St. Edwards on the Lake 35 35 43.75

Lakeport Wesleyan 

Church
100 200 300 375

Gratiot Park United 

Methodist Church (Red 

Pantry)

50 50 62.5

1rst United Methodist 

(Red Pantry)
25 25 50 62.5

St. John's United Church 

of Christ (Red Pantry)
30 50 240 320 400

Fraternal Order of Eagles 

Blue Water Aerie 3702
200 200 250

Freedom Lighthouse 

Fellowship
480 480 600

2376 912 1934 720 1289 1275 601 720 959 10,786 13,482.50 



Trish,

January 2025 results of the Aunt Millie’s Bakery Donation Program.  Goodwill Industries of St. 
Clair County and Fr. William F. Welch Council No. 11756 Knights of Columbus have teamed 
together with Aunt Millie’s Bakery to distribute baked goods to the most needy here in St. 
Clair County.  Below is a list of recipients and  their usages.  

Frank Stein  Past Grand Knight

Recipient Address
Friday 
Jan 3

Tuesday 
Jan 7

Friday 
Jan 10

Tuesday 
Jan 14

Friday 
Jan 17

Tuesday 
Jan 21

Friday 
Jan 24

Tueday 
Jan 28

Friday 
Jan 31

Total Total Weight 

2 Sanborn Gratiot Memorial Home 50 30 50 60 190 237.5

4
Parent Support, St. Clair County Day Treatment/Night 
Watch

50 50 62.5

5
Blue Water Safe Horizons (8=average number of 
families)

1840 Grant Place 64 32 48 40 184 230

6 Goodwill Industries of St. Clair County 200 200 250

7 CMH Employee & Community Relations 50 50 100 125

8
Catholic Charities offender success (OS & Prevention 
Services)

55 51 0 50 156 195

11 SOS Marysville Food Pantry
2929 Gratiot   

Marysville
100 200 0 150 450 562.5

12 Blue Water Food Depot 2408 10th St. 150 115 120 130 40 515 643.75

13
Faith Lutheran Church  (for food distribution the 1rst 
Saturday of each month)

720 50 240 770 962.5

14
Harbor Impacts Ministries    (for food distribution the 
LAST TUESday of each month; pick up Friday before)

203 240 480 923 1153.75

17 Sturges Memorial Congregational Church
2729 Ravenswood 
Rd

30 25 50 25 130 162.5

20 Capac Food Pantry
114 S. Main St 
Capac

50 50 50 150 187.5

21
St. Martin Lutheran Church (Soup Kitchen)                                    
Mid City Nutrition

805 Chestnut 50 150 30 25 100 355 443.75

27 Lakeport Wesleyan Church
3871 Harris Road 
North Lakeport

30 30 37.5

30 St. John's United Church of Christ (Red Pantry)
710 Pine St

50 150 30 70 25 75 25 115 10 540 675

34 Freedom Lighthouse Fellowship
3835 Franklin St 
Lakeport

240 450 240 240 240 1,170 1462.5

35 First Congregational Church UCC (Red Pantry)
300 Adams Street     
St. Clair, Mi

25 25 31.25

38 Full Gospel Church of God
1340 Division 
Street

20 52 50 40 162 202.5

39 Blue Water Area Rescue Mission (BWARM)
1920 24th St

25

40 Blue Water Recovery & Outreach Center (BWROC) 617 10th St 25

41 Woodrow Wilson 35 35 43.75

TOTAL 1060 1252 580 625 505 543 770 850 530 6,715 8,393.75 

Dollies 4 5 2 2 2 2 3 3 2 25 

Racks 30-racks/dollie when full 120 150 60 60 60 60 90 90 60 750 

Estimated Units (racks*8) or (full dollies*240) 960 1200 480 480 480 480 720 720 480 6,000 

tel:8109845031
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=61c76d92d52a6e834bd816c2408e191ee48c002938191b0599e0aa579c9d3da5JmltdHM9MTczNzQxNzYwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=21aa011b-384b-68b0-0b6d-0e1439e3698b&u=a1L21hcHM_Jm1lcGk9MTA5fn5Ub3BPZlBhZ2V-QWRkcmVzc19MaW5rJnR5PTE4JnE9Qmx1ZSUyMFdhdGVyJTIwQXJlYSUyMFJlc2N1ZSUyME1pc3Npb24mc3M9eXBpZC5ZTjQyNXg0MDA4NDIyMTMmcHBvaXM9NDIuOTYzMjMwMTMzMDU2NjRfLTgyLjQ1MTk0MjQ0Mzg0NzY2X0JsdWUlMjBXYXRlciUyMEFyZWElMjBSZXNjdWUlMjBNaXNzaW9uX1lONDI1eDQwMDg0MjIxM34mY3A9NDIuOTYzMjN-LTgyLjQ1MTk0MiZ2PTImc1Y9MSZGT1JNPU1QU1JQTA&ntb=1


Tri-District Meeting
January 27, 2025 
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January 7, 2025: 
PGK Steve Drouillard  of 

Msgr. EJ McCormick 
Council No. 521 stopped 

to evaluate the Aunt 
Millie’s Bakery Donation 

Program

January 14, 2025: 
A crew from Msgr. EJ 
McCormick Council No. 
521 stopped to evaluate 
the Aunt Millie’s Bakery 
Donation Program

Msgr. EJ McCormick Council No. 521
Assisting with Program

January 7, 14 and February 4, 2025
32



Fr. Patrick J. Cullinane Council No. 8710
Assisting with Program

December 20, 2024
33



Thank You Letter from 
Blue Water Community Food Depot

February 12, 2025 34



10/6/2024 10/13/2025 9/9 thru 10/13/24 12/3/24 thru 2/18/25

Volunteer
Pancake 

Breakfast
Burrito Sale Food Drive

Aunt Millie's Bakery 

Donation Program

Frank Stein 115.5 45.5 70

John Derler 50 3 7 40

Mark Rummel 38 25 10 3 0

Tony Paladino 10 3 2 5

Jim Doherty 13 1 12

Brian Karamon 5 2 3

Don Plaut 18 18

Jim Doherty 10 10

Joe Ready 7 5 2

Jeff Szostek 24 21 3

Dave Kelley 10 4 5 1 0

Dave Kelley II 11 4 5 2 0

Chip Gerlach 16 4 10 2

Ed Taylor 5 5 0

Fr, Zbig 3 3 0

Kevin McLaughin 3 3

Jim Deluca 15 15

Ray Stone 2 2

Rick Janderwski (521) 3 3

Steve Drouillard (521) 6 6

Gary Duquette (521) 4 4

David Bradshaw (521) 2 2

(521) 5-members 20 20

Knights 0

Debbie Stein 36.5 36.5

Trish Spencer 9 9

Janine Dionne 7 7

Joan Francis 8 8

Gayle McLaughin 3 3

Anita Weitzel 3 3

Mary Taylor 8 3 5

Jackie Rummel 8 3 5

Mary Kelley 3 3

Megan Kelley 8 3 5

Laurie Elliot 1 1

Youth Group 12 12

SVDP 26 26

Non-Knights

Total Hours 523 79 35 183

Volunteers Name and Hours Donated
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Success of the Program and 
Impact on the Community

This program exceeded our expectations.  The principles of the Knights of 
Columbus; Charity, Unity and Fraternity; are all seen in this program.  
This started as a simple project to feed the poor by spending some 
money and putting together some blessing bags.  This slowly morphed to 
a unique opportunity to make a major impact on the lives of thousands 
of hungry people in St. Clair County for the long term!
We listened to the requests from the Blue Water Community Food 
Depot. We got a better understanding of the extent of hunger in our 
community and the shortage of food donations. The discussion was that 
somebody needed to do something…NOW.  If not us…who?  If not 
now…when?  The knights decided to set some lofty goals.  We would 
follow Supreme Council’s program “Food for Families.”  First goal was to 
fill the shelves with food and the freezer with meat at the food dept. The 
goal was set 5,000 pounds of food and $3,000 to purchase beef. Next 
goal would be to devise a way to continually replenish requirements.  
Food collected exceeded 6,300 pounds.  Funds raised totaled over 
$9,500; enough to purchase beef for the next three months. The knights, 
parish members, youth group, St. Vincent de Paul and corporate 
sponsors all united to help feed the hungry.  We exceeded our first goal.
We are still working on the long term goal.  We have started by giving the 
grand knight of each council in St. Clair County the St. Vincent de Paul 
representative’s contact information.  Each has been asked to have food 
drives to benefit the food depot.  Each has been requested to implement 
the “Food for Families” program and to donate the refund from supreme 
council to help purchase beef.
The Aunt Millie’s Bakery donations have had a positive impact on the St. 
Clair County community. By providing fresh bakery items twice a week, 
they help alleviate food insecurity for many residents. These donations 
ensure that families have access to nutritious food which is especially 
important for those facing financial difficulties.  The consistent support 
from Aunt Millie’s not only helps to meet immediate food needs but also 
fosters a sense of community and care.  Local food banks, shelters and 
churches benefit greatly from these contributions, allowing them to 
serve more people and provide a variety of food options.  Overall, Aunt 
Millie’s generosity plays a crucial role in enhancing the well-being of the 
St. Clair community.  We are receiving an average of 2,000 units/week.  36



Success of the Program and 
Impact on the Community

That is 104,000 units of baked goods/year with average cost of $3.00/ea; 
that equals $312,000 worth of baked goods we are able to distribute to the 
hungry in St. Clair County.  Each agency we interact with has commented 
how this program is making an impact.
Receiving an email, we were able to immediately supply 25-units of Aunt 
Millie’s Bakery products to take care of the warming centers needs.
St. Martin Lutheran Church houses the Mid-City Nutrition Program whose 
mission is to serve the hungry of Saint Clair County as long as there is a 
need.  They make sandwiches with the buns and bread we are able to 
supply.  They also have a food rack and St. John’s United Church of Christ’s 
has a bread box that the knights fill with bagels, donuts and pitas ever 
Tuesday and Friday afternoon.  We have witnessed these two locations 
being emptied within an hour.  The call us the “bread angels.”
Blue Water Safe Horizons offers shelter and support services to survivors of 
domestic violence.  They provide food..  As Goodwill and the knights built 
the original requirement list, 6-loaves of bread was their humble request.  
After a conversation about our mutual goals, the knights would supply 
enough bakery goods to feed all their families for the week saving over 
$5,000/year from budget.  She commented, “God bless you for all you do.”
Once a month Harbor Impact and Faith Lutheran Church host free food 
giveaway. We are their source for bakery goods, about 1,000/month.
Sanborn Gratiot Memorial Home, Inc. provides residential assisted living for 
the elderly with a mission to serve lower income seniors.  The Aunt Millie’s 
Bakery Donation saves over $7,500/year for the home.
We will manage the Aunt Millie’s Bakery Donation Program as long as 
volunteers help.  We have asked neighboring councils to take on some of the 
work.  Council 521 is now distributing every first Tuesday.   Council 8710 has 
distributed to their community in Yale.
The late Bishop Kenneth J Povish of Lansing commented during his speech at 
Michigan State Council’s  Knights of Columbus convention on Mackinac 
Island that the definition of the Knights of Columbus was “Catholic families 
doing the right things, for the right reasons, and showing others how to 
have fun doing it. “  Knights of our council are stating that this project is why 
they joined the knights.  They have seen other councils step in to help us 
out.  They are able to see and hear from the agencies what a good thing we 
are doing.    Feeding the poor is the right thing. 37
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