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Il. INTRODUCTION - David Furtah & Joseph Whitenight; Project Co-Chairman

As the Knights of the Au Lac Council worked to improve our parish cemetery, we
realized how many veterans were laid were to rest there. Dave Furtah, Joe Whitenight, and Jim
Mattina began discussing how fitting it would be to have a memorial to honor these brave

souls.

V. OVERVIEW - David Furtah & Joseph Whitenight; Project Co-Chairmen

We explored many options and decided to purchase a memorial stone with each
veteran’s name engraved on it. Then it was time to raise the funds needed for this project,
research every name that would be engraved on the stone, choose the type of stone, and
improve the area selected to place the monument. With the approval of Pastor Fr. Joe Esper
and the cemetery manager, Patrick Pordon, we began to design and improve the area near the
flag. It was necessary to put in electrical service, a water line to the cemetery, a catch basin,

asphalt, and concrete work.

Money was raised from both the 3rd Degree Council and 4th Degree Assembly. We held
a spaghetti dinner where we served over 200 folks, we held meat bingo, euchre parties, charity

gaming events, and asked for donations from interested parties.

It took approximately two years to complete the project from start to finish. A
ceremony was held to dedicate and bless the monument on June 1, 2024. The dedication was
attended by Fr. Joe Esper, many parishioners, the Knights of Columbus Color Guard, and a
Vietnam veteran, Jim Hellybuck, who survived an intense battle during the war. After the
ceremony, many families took the opportunity to take group pictures gathered around the

stone honoring their departed relatives.



V. CHRONOLOGY — Mark Kehoe; Program Director & Recorder

CHRONOLOGY (Notes from 3rd & 4th Degree meetings — does not include information
regarding the purchase and engraving of a second stone)

April 13, 2023 — Plans started for veterans monument in parish cemetery.

June 22, 2023 — Motion approved to donate $5000 for monument (4th Degree).
July 6, 2023 — Motion approved to donate $5000 for monument (3rd Degree).
July 6, 2023 — Work started to clear out an area by the chapel for monument,
September 30, 2023 — Spaghetti dinner fundraiser held.

October 5, 2023 — Memorial stone ordered; checking names in cemetery.

April 4, 2024 — Memorial stone arrived; to be engraved.

May 23, 2024 — Engraving of monument complete.

June 1, 2024 — Dedication ceremony held in St. Mary cemetery.

VI. ROSTER — Mark Kehoe; Program Director & Recorder

SK James Mattina; Financial Secretary — Au Lac Council 10724
Faithful Navigator — St. Mary of the Lake Assembly 2804

SK Joseph Whitenight; Project Co-Chairman — Au Lac Council 10724
Member — St. Mary of the Lake Assembly 2804

SK David Furtah; Project Co-Chairman — Au Lac Council 10724
Member — St. Mary of the Lake Assembly 2804

SK Mark Kehoe; Program Director & Recorder — Au Lac Council 10724
Member — St. Mary of the Lake Assembly 2804

Patrick Pordon; Immaculate Conception Facilities & Cemetery Director

Members of Au Lac Council 10724; Anchor Bay Council 5981 and St. Mary of the
Lake Assembly 2804



FINANCIALS - James Mattina; Financial Secretary and Bryant Sebastian; Treasurer

CATEGORY MONTH AMOUNT | VENDOR/PURPOSE

EXPENSE JULY 2023 7500.00 | PREMIER ASPHALT — ASPHALT

EXPENSE JULY 2023 1601.80 | THEUT CO. — CEMENT

EXPENSE JULY 2023 316.60 JEFF SHIELD - ELECTRICAL MATERIALS

EXPENSE AUGUST 2023 7600.00 | DELUDE CONSTRUCTION — WATERLINE
EXPENSE AUGUST 2023 1110.53 | THEUT CO. - CEMENT WORK

EXPENSE NOVEMBER 2023 139.65 DON PLEGUE - FLAG LIGHTS

EXPENSE MAY 2024 5200.00 | LINCOLN GRANITE — STONE & ENGRAVING

TOTAL EXPENSES $23,468.58

CATEGORY MONTH AMOUNT | SOURCE

FUNDING JUNE 2023 5000.00 ASSEMBLY 2804

FUNDING JULY 2023 5000.00 AU LAC COUNCIL 10724

FUNDING JULY 2023 100.00 DONATION BY PARISHIONER
FUNDING AUGUST 2023 100.00 DONATION BY PARISHIONER
FUNDING AUGUST 10000.00 | PARISH CEMETERY FUND

FUNDING OCTOBER 2023 3300.00 AU LAC COUNCIL 10724

FUNDING OCTOBER 2023 586.00 DONATION BY PARISHIONER
FUNDING NOVEMBER 2023 20.00 DONATION BY PARISHIONER
FUNDING NOVEMBER 2023 200.00 DONATION BY FAMILY OF VETERAN

TOTAL FUNDING $24,306.00

COUNCIL FUNDRAISERS INCLUDED SPAGHETTI DINNER (SEPTEMBER 2023) AND

OUTDOOR KNIGHTS EVENT (MARCH 2024)




VIll.  MEDIA - Mark Kehoe; Program Director & Recorder

Mark Kehoe caen
e Junel- Q

Thank you to everyone who attended the dedication of our new Veterans Memorial today! Over
100 people came out on a beautiful day to honor the more than 200 veterans buried in our two
cemeteries. A special thank you to everyone who made a donation to make this beautiful
memorial a reality. Here are a few photos with more to come later.

Au Lac Council 10724 Facebook Page



Michigan Knights of Columbus
June 1- £%

Au Lac Council 10724 and 5t. Mary on the Lake Assembly 2804 in Ira Township hosted a
dedication ceremony on June 1, 2024, to unveil a new memaorial honoring the more than 200
veterans interred in the parish’s two cemeteries. This event was attended by over 100
individuals, and Fr. Joseph Esper, Pastor of Immaculate Conception Parish, presided over the
blessing of the memaorial.

This project represents the culmination of two years of meticulous research into the cemetery
grave sites and records, as well as numerous fundraising activities.

The Knights express their gratitude to all those who contributed their time and resources to
make this memorial a reality. It is a fitting tribute to the brave men and women who made the
ultimate sacrifice to secure the freedoms we cherish today.

Michigan State K of C Facebook Page

K of C Veterans Memorial Dedication

Knights of Columbus Au Lac Council 10724 and St. Mary on the
Lake Assembly 2804 in Ira Township hosted a dedication ceremony at
Sacred Heart Cemetery on Saturday, June 1st, to unveil a new memor-
ial, honoring the more than 200 veterans interred in our parish's two
cemeteries. Fr. Joe presided over the blessing of the memorial; which
was attended by over 100 individuals.

This project represents the culmination of two years of meticulous
research into the cemetery grave sites and records, as well as numer-
ous fundraising activities.

The Knights express their gratitude to all those who contributed
their time and resources to make this memorial a reality. It is a fitting
tribute to the brave men and women who made the ultimate sacrifice to
secure the freedom we cherish today.

Anyone who has a Veteran buried in our cemetery, please visit the
monument and if your family member is not listed, please contact Jim

Mattina at jmattina1960@comcast.net or the Parish office.

Immaculate Conception Parish Church Bulletin



Special Thank you to the following for your support:
Reverend Joe Esper
Parishioners of Immaculate Conception
Knights of Columbus Au Lac Council 10724
Knights of Columbus Anchor Bay Council 5981
Joseph Whitenight

David Furtah

Patrick Pardon

Robert Clancy Contracting, Inc.
Holsbeke Construction Inc.
Tom Thorton
Jean Corbat
Clay Township Police Dept.
Paul Sattler
Rob Kehrig

Kevin Hagood
Don Plegue

Patrick Clancy
Nick Clancy
Jeff Shields

Chris Swanson

PHOTOS - Mark Kehoe; Program Director & Recorder

Knights of Columbus

Memorial Dedication

June 1, 2024
10:00 am
Secred Heart Cemetery
Ira Twp. Mi. 48023

Dedication Ceremony Program — Front

Welcome: Jim Mattina Faithful Navigator 2804 Assembly
Moment of Silence.
Post the Colors:
VFW Post 7535 Color Guard
K of C St. Mary of the Lake Assembly 2804
National Anthem: Lead By Bonnie Montacer & I.C. Students

Oh, say can you see,

By the dawn's early light,

What so proudly we hailed

At the twilight's last gleaming,
Whose broad stripes and bright stars,
Thru the perilous fight,

O'er the ramparts we watched
Were so gallantly streaming?
And the rockets’red glare,

The bombs bursting in air,

Gave proof through the night
That our flag was still there.

O, say, does that
Star-Spangled Banner yet wave
O'er the land of the free

And the home of the brave?

Pledge of Allegiance:

| pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America, and to the
Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God, indivisible, with liberty
and justice for all.”

Blessing of the memorial:
Father Joe Esper (Pastor Immaculate Conception Catholic Church)
TAPS

Retire the Colors

Singing of God Bless America

God bless America

Land that | love

Stand beside her

And guide her

Through the night with a light from above
From the mountains

To the prairies

To the oceans white with foam
God bless America

My home, sweet home

God bless America

Land that | love

Stand beside her

And guide her

Through the night with a light from above
From the mountains

To the prairies

To the oceans white with foam
God bless America

My home, sweet home

From the mountains

To the prairies

To the oceans white with foam
God bless America

My home, sweet home

God bless America

My home, sweet home

Thank you for attending today’s dedication of the memorial for our Veteans buried in
Secred Heart Cemetery

We are extremely proud of the attendance and humbled that you chose to spend this
Saturday honoring our local Veterans

If your Veteran is not listed, but buried in the cemetary, please contact
jmattina1960comcast.net and it will be added to the second stone on order.

Dedication Ceremony Program — Back



Start of Ceremony



VFW Post 7573 Color Guard
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VFW Post 7573 Color Guard

K of C Color Guard
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SK James Mattina FN Raising the Flag
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21 Gun Salute

SK James Mattina FN Leading Ceremony
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I.C. School students singing The National Anthem
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Ceremony Attendees

Ceremony attendees
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Mrs. Judy Bohr; SK Patrick Bohr GK; SK Jeffrey Wooten PGK

B
8
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SK Joseph Whitenight & Family



IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
VETERANS MEMORIAL

THANK Y SERVICE

IMMACULATE. CONGEPTION
VETERANS MEMORIAL

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE

Brother Knights & Patrick Pordon
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K of C Color Guard

IMMACULATE CoNCEPTION
VETE S MEMORIAL

YOU FOR YOUR'SERViCE

SK Joseph Whitenight; SK David Furtah; SK James Mattina FN
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IMMACULATE CONCEPTION. .

VETERANS MEMORIAL
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE

ABAIR BERNARD
ADDY CHRISTOPHER Sk
ADDY JOSEPH

S ARDELL BERNARDINE

8 AUSTIN GENE
' BAHNSEN JOHN
=3 BEAUFAIT GEORGE
B BEAUVAIS FRANCIS
SR BEAUVAIS PAUL
i BECKER RAYMOND
S BECKMAN ARTHUR
BEINDIT BENEDICT
BEINDIT EDWARD
BEINDIT ROY
1 BEINDIT THOMAS
BIEBUYCK
BILOT WALTER
BLOOMSTER JAMES
BOOB GUY
BOUCHARD FELIX
BOURLIER LEONARD
B BROCK WILLIAM
BN BZMEK ZYGMUND
CARETTE JOSEPH
CARRIGAN PATRICK
CHILDS LEON
S CHRZANOWSKI CASS
SN CHRZANOWSKI HARRY
8 CLAEYS EDWARD
COOLEY HARRY
DAUGHERTY RUSSEL
DAVIS IVA
DEBUSSCHERE AMIEL
DEBUSSCHERE GUST
DEBUSSCHERE ROBERT A
DEBUSSCHERE ROBERY
DECKER JAMES
DECKER LEANDER
DEE WILLIAM SR
DEIMEL CHARLES
DECMOTTE EDWARD
DEMARS LEO
Bl DENNIS DAVID
DESNYDER JULIUS
DEVUYST JOSEPH
DEWALLS ANTHONY
DROUILLAR SOLOMON
DROZDOWSKI JOHN
DRZEWIECK! WALTER
DUHAIME JAMES
8 OYSARCZTK VICTOR
EDER ROBERT
EHMS KURT Jr
FARICK BENJAMIN
FEUX BOUCHARD
§ FELLOWS JOHN
e FINEDELL FREDERICK
i FRYDEL JOSEPH

FUNKEY JEROME

FURTAH DENNIS

FURTAHM FRED

FURTAH FREDRICK

FURTAH JOSEPH

GEROW ALBERT

GUZDZIOL RONALD

HAISENLEDER HENRY

HAMLUIN JOSEPH

HAMLIN MILTON

HERRIDGE PAUL
HOGARTH ROBERT
HORN ROGER
HULTZ STEPHEN
HUPERT PAUL
HURLBURT JOHN
JAHN ROBERT
JAQUES FABIUS
JARVIS ROBERT
JEROUE FRANKLIN
JOLICOEUR HENRY
KALE ROBERT
KALTZ CARL
KANDER KARL
KARNER RAYMOND
KAZOR DANIEL
KELLEY GEORGE
KIEFER PERRY
KISH JESS
KLIEMANN BERNARD
KOCH GEORGE
KOLLMORGAN MICHAEL
KOSINKI JOHN
KOSINSKI JOSEPH
KULAS SAMUEL
KURPLE KENNETH
LAFEVER CHAS
LAPONSEY WALTER
LANG FRANCIS
LAPONSA JOHN
LATOR MORRIS
LEHMAN ANTHONY
LEHMAN GEORGE
LEHMAN LOUIS
LEHMAN ROBERT
LEHR RANDOLPH
LERAY CHARLES Ja
LERAY JOHN
LIVERNOIS LAWRENCE
LIVERNOIS LOUISE
LORDEN MICHAEL
LYPSCRUMB FRANK
MACH ROY

MACINI HUGO
MACIOCE RAFFAELL
MAHER EOWARD
MAHN LAVERE
MARCERO PETER

NIENHAUS CLIFFORD
NUYTS GILGERT .
OKALSKI HARRY
ORCZYKOWSKI ELIZABET
PAQUETTE HENRY
PASIONEK STANLEY
PETERS BERNARD
PETITPREN GEORGE
PETITPREN JIM
PETITPREN JUSTIN
PETITPREN RICHARD
PLASS HAROLD
PLEGUE JOHN
POWER CHRISTOPHER R
PYPA JOHN
RADER RALPH
RAMBOER VICTOR
RIES FREDERICK
ROBINSON DONNELL SR
ROSE ROBERT Sa
ROSS URBAN
ROTARIUS ADOLPH
RUEMEN MARTIN
RUEMENAPP LEO
RUEMENAPP ROY
SAMUEL KULAS
SCHMANSKI GEORGE
SCHULTZ EDWARD
SCHULTZ STEPHAN
SCHYMANSKI GEORGE JR
SCHYMANSKI ROBERT
SERVICK ERVIN
SHEERAN ROBERT
SHIELDS JOSEPH
SHOVAN GEROLD
SIEWERT ROBERT
SIKORSK! JOHN
SKRZYCK] HENRY
SKRZYCKI WALTER
SOMMER HERBERT
SPANSKI NORBERT
STAFFHORST HERMAN
STAHOVEC JOSEPH
STANKEWITZ EDWARD
STEIN GEORGE
SYGIT LEO
SZOSTAX JOSEPH
THESEFER

MCCUNTOCK RICHARD SH THIBAULT JAMES

MCGRATH VINCENT
MCGREGOR LEONARD
MCPHERSON ANTHONY
MEAD THOMAS
MELDRUM ALEXANDER
MELDRUM CLIFFORD
MELDRUM WILBUR
MIECZLOWSK! STEPHEN
MILLER CHARLES
MINER MICHAEL

MINI FRANK

MINK NORMAN
MONAGHAN JONN
MOORE CHARLES
MORRIS MARIAN
MOYNAHAN GERALD
MUELLER WALTER = |
NEIGEBAUER BERNARD
NICHOLA VERNON

TORNEY LEO

TORNEY WALTER
TOZZ! MARIO Sr
TREMBLEY JONN
TUCKER ALFRED
TUCKER DALE
VANDEAEOSSCHE GEORGE
VANGHELUWE GEORGE-~
VANTIEM CHARLES
VANTIEM HELEN
VASSIL GEORGE
VERNIER ALBERT
VERNIER LEO Jn
VIGNERON NORAMAN,
VILLAIRE FRANCIS
WEBER CYRIL

WETTER HARVEY
YUSCHAK ALEX
ZBIKOSX!I STANLEY

Monument — Front Side
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Monument — Back Side
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X. ACKNOWLEDGMENTS — David Furtah; Joseph Whitenight & James Mattina

Fr. Joseph Esper, Pastor of Immaculate Conception Parish
Patrick Pordon, Facilities & Cemetery Director for Immaculate Conception Parish
Knights of Columbus Au Lac Council 10724

Knights of Columbus Anchor Bay Council 5981

St. Mary of the Lake Assembly 2804

K of C Color Guard

VFW Post 7573 Color Guard

Veronica Dupuis and Brad Vargo for their hard work on the spaghetti dinner
Bonnie Montacer for leading the singing of The National Anthem
Parishioners of Immaculate Conception

Robert Clancy Contracting, Inc.

Holsbeke Construction Inc.

Tom Thorton

Jean Corbat

Clay Township Police Dept.

Paul Sattler

Rob Kehrig

Kevin Hagood

Don Plegue

Patrick Clancy

Nick Clancy

Jeff Shields

Chris Swanson

XI. COMMENTS - Mark Kehoe; Program Director & Recorder

Over the course of several years, Joe Whitenight and | have frequently discussed
the importance of memorializing our veterans because they weren’t recognized
in our cemetery. After doing countless hours of research, we decided that the
best way to honor those who courageously served our country would be to have
their names engraved on a memorial stone, for all who enter the cemetery to
see and offer a place to stop and say a prayer in their memory. We thought that
this would be a wonderful tribute for the families of our veterans to enjoy as
well. It has a personal meaning for me as well since | have several family
members who commemorated on the stone, including my father and brother.
David Furtah (K of C member)

Long awaited memorial for so many who gave their lives for our country.
Robert Kettel (K of C member)

It was a wonderful tribute to all the veterans!
Theresa Whitenight (wife of Joe Whitenight; K of C member)
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A truly glorious day!
Felicia Szczepanski (wife of Dave Szczepanski: K of C member)

Absolutely Awesome Event!!! Thank You for appreciating our Service People!!
Cathy Furtah (sister in law of Dave Furtah; K of C member)

Thank you to the Knights for all the wonderful things you do for our parish.
Fr. Joseph Esper (Pastor of Immaculate Conception Parish)

It’s amazing how much coordination and cooperation goes into a project like
this. The area around the flag pole where the stone is placed was all grass.
Members of the Council and Assembly worked to dig out the area, reroute the
drainage and sewers, repair and relocate water and electrical at the adjacent
chapel. Then very decorative river rock style concrete was laid prior to installing
the memorial stone.

The work that was needed to erect the monument gave the cemetery a much
more aesthetic appearance. Using the talents of the Knights, we were able to
complete work that would have cost thousands of dollars if it were done by a
contractor.

Thanks to all those that provided sweat equity, as well as all who helped with the
spaghetti dinner and other fund-raising events which made this project possible.
For me this adds more meaning to “resting in peace” once | am buried there,
knowing that | worked and played a part in keeping the cemetery attractive and
vibrant for years to come.

Patrick A. Bohr (Grand Knight of Au Lac Council 10724)
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Xill.  ADDITIONAL INFORMATION - James Mattina; Financial Secretary & Faithful Navigator

On Tuesday, May 9, 2023, 11:04 AM, Lincoln Granite wrote:

Stone Only Options.

46 tall plus base =52 from ground tall Engraving summary: (3) columns of names
18 Character per line %” letters 50 names per column. 150 names total $3500.00
each

60+6+66 tall from ground 60 names per column. 180 names total $4600.00 each
66+6 = 72 tall from the ground 66 names per column. 198 names total $4950.
each

New Medallions are not included. (If a K of C 4th Degree Medallion is added)
Installation of a medallion add $200.00. each. They will be installed with special
stone adhesive.

The 66 and the 72 tall will have stainless steel dowel pins connecting due to
overall height. If you want pins in the shorter one (original height add $324.
making it $3824.00. A 30x12x6 base in the same color is included.

Best Regards, Brad Beck President

50% to order 6-8 months is the lead time for these to arrive




Cemetery Site Plan
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Option Items that could be added to the Site.




