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Power of one Video
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Grand Rapids Diocesan 
ŰŰŸƨŰĦĲůĲŰƣќƚ

SDDR John Veneklase 
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Aid & Support After Pregnancy

Thank you for all your support of the ASAP Program! 

Congratulations on your support of 

pregnancy resource centers with donations 

totaling $338,764 last fraternal year!



Ultrasound Initiative

Achieved the 106th Dedicated Ultrasound!

Å Five other Ultrasounds in the works

Å Bringing a total of 111 Ultrasounds in Michigan



13

State Vocations 
љÅÉéÂњШ?ŔƖĲĦƣŸƖ
Joseph Yekulis
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ΞΡΜШŉŸƖШљΞΡΜњШ- éŸĦċƣŔŸŰƚШљÅÉéÂњШÂƖŸŊƖċů

Statement of Fact - 
љÉĲƻĲƖĲШÂƖŔĲƚƣШÉőŸƖƣċŊĲШыŔŰШƣőĲШ §?ьа The number of ordained 
priests is projected to plummet by roughly 40% in the coming years, 
ƽŔƣőШċŰШĲƚƣŔůċƣĲĬШũŸƚƚШŸŉШΦΜШƓƖŔĲƚƣƚШŸƻĲƖШƣőĲШŰĲǂƣШĬĲĦċĬĲњЮШ97ÉШ
Detroit, March 4, 2026

- What can we do as Knights in MI to help our Holy Catholic Church in 
this during this critical period in our history? 
- xĲƣќƚШŊƖŸƽШŸƨƖШƚƨƓƓŸƖƣШŸŉШƣőĲШÅÉéÂвÅĲŉƨŰĬШÉƨƓƓŸƖƣШéŸĦċƣŔŸŰƚШ
Program
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ΞΡΜШŉŸƖШљΞΡΜњШ- éŸĦċƣŔŸŰƚШљÅÉéÂњШÂƖŸŊƖċů
ÅSince 2020, MI K of C is averaging 175 participating councils and 

assemblies a year, and in 2025 generated over $400K in revenue, with a 
return of almost $80K to councils and assemblies out of 425 councils in 
the state.

ÅThe Refund Support Vocations Program (RSVP) supports seminarians, 
postulants or novices in religious orders by providing them with direct 
funds to support their personal expenses, e.g., tuition, books, travel, etc., 
and the check is made out to them directly. 

ÅFor each $500 donation, the Council or Assembly receives a check from 
Supreme for $100 to support their vocations program, after Form 2863 is 
completed and received by Supreme. However, no form - no check - no 
credit!
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Resources
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Make sure this 
section is filled 

out.  They will not 
process your 

refund if blank

Make sure this 
section is 
complete, 
including 
check #

Form 2863
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Make sure your 

submission is 

complete; 2863 

and supporting 

documentation ï 

INCLUDING copy 

of cashed check!

Please cc:

j.yekulis@mikofc.org

Email to:

fraternalmission@kofc.org
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RSVP in the Michigan Jurisdiction т how are we doing?

2024  152 12  377,362 74,400

2025  169 12  413,174 79,900

2022  158 13  346,425 67,600
2023  174 13  400,531 79,300

2018  147 12  325,424 64,000

2019  141 10  295,302 57,500
2020  138 11  302,803 66,000
2021  160 17  349,125 64,000

Councils   Assemblies        Total Donations    Total Refund 

 Since 2018          2,810,146         552,700
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ΞΡΜШŉŸƖШљΞΡΜњШ- éŸĦċƣŔŸŰƚШљÅÉéÂњШÂƖŸŊƖċů

Joe Yekulis
State Vocations Director
j.yekulis@mikofc.org
734-368-8469

As we celebrate the 250th Anniversary of the United States of 
America, what more can we do with this program in Michigan?

Å Active councils and assemblies; please remain active!
Å ÑőŔƚШŉƖċƣĲƖŰċũШǃĲċƖЯШũĲƣќƚШŔŰĦƖĲċƚĲШƣŸШΞΜΜШƓċƖƣŔĦŔƓċŰƣƚШыҼΞΡьЮ
Å fŰШÉƣċƣĲШ?ĲƓƨƣǃШ~Ħ9ƨĲŰќƚШΞnd ǃĲċƖЯШũĲƣќƚШŔŰĦƖĲċƚĲШƣŸШΞΡΜШ
participants to celebrate the 250th Anniversary of the USA.
Å May God Bless Michigan with more priests and religious!

mailto:j.yekulis@mikofc.org


Welcome 2026

Summer Diocesan Meeting
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Call to Order

State Warden
Dean Hayward



Pledge of Allegiance
District Master / Former Master

23



Opening Prayer
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Diocesan Chaplain
 



State Deputy comments 

State Deputy
Charles McCuen III
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2026 Fraternal Benefits

Supreme Insurance 

General Agent

Kenneth Huard, FICF

Supreme Insurance 

Financial Advisor

Michael Thelen, FICF
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2026 -2027 Founders Award Req.

Å10% of Associate members on the July 1st council 
roster must meet individually with a Field Agent for a 
financial review

o Min. 5 & Max. 15

o To qualify, meetings must be with new or 
associate members





Explore the 
research and 

download your 
own, free copy 

of investing 
with Faith, co-
authored by 
Knights of 
Columbus 

Asset Advisors 
and distributed 

at the 
Conference on 

Mensuram 
Bonam.  

www.kocaa.com/investwithfaith



2026 Council Referral Incentive





State Tripod
State Program Director

Ron DePestel 
State Membership Director

Marty Brown 
State Evangelization Faith Formation Director

Chris Wegener
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Membership

State Membership Dir.
Marty Brown
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ÅJuly Incentive

ÅBring in one new 
member between 
July 1st and July 31st

ÅYou will receive this 
keychain
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ÉĲĦƨƖĲШòŸƨƖШ9ŸƨŰĦŔũќƚШ?ĲƚƣŔŰǃШ
ÅHow many new members did your Council bring in last year?
ÅHow many members did your Council lose last year?
ÅTo death?
ÅWere moved to Affiliate status?
ÅWithdrew from your Council?

ÅDid your Council have a net gain or loss?
ÅWhere will your Council be in 10 years?
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љÑőĲШőċƖƻĲƚƣШŔƚШċĤƨŰĬċŰƣШ
ĤƨƣШƣőĲШũċĤŸƖĲƖƚШċƖĲШŉĲƽњ

                                                                                    Matthew
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Hispanic Population by County
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County Diocese Hispanics Catholics

Wayne Detroit 56,048 100,376

Oakland Detroit 30,436 103,949

Kent Grand Rapids 30,245 38,492

Macomb Detroit 13,112 110,602

Ottawa Grand Rapids 9,450 13,682

Ingham Lansing 8,654 13,579

Washtenaw Lansing 8,550 22,177

Saginaw Saginaw 7,543 11,579

Genesse Lansing 7,342 19,161

Kalamazoo Kalamazoo 7,056 13,016



Hispanic Outreach

43

  

                             
                               Armando Figueroa



Establish a list of Council Recruitment Events
ÅGo to the State Website 

(www.mikofc.org)

ÅScroll down & click on 
Membership

Å/ƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ά/ƻǳƴŎƛƭ !ŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ 
¢ǊŀŎƪŜǊ нсΦлсέ

http://www.mikofc.org/


This menu will be used for both                            
Council Activity Event and                      

Exemplification Event 



ÅClick correct button

ÅFill in the blanks

ÅHit Save or Save & Add Another

ÅNeed to update event when 
complete.

Note:  9ƴǘŜǊ άŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƻƴŜέ ŀƴŘ 
άbƻ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ оέ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǇŜǊ 
quarter.

Enter Council Recruitment Events



Establish a list of Exemplifications
Council (or District)  Exemplifications:
ÅEach quarter, update the Exemplification Event tracker
Åhttps://mikofc .org  Click on Membership
ÅEnsure your team has the necessary supplies (Pins, rosaries, etc.в)
ÅHold them љŔŰ ĦőƨƖĦőњ after a mass on Saturday or Sunday т Invite the 

Parish to observe
ÅClick on Exemplification Event

https://mikofc.org/
https://mikofc.org/
https://mikofc.org/
https://mikofc.org/
https://mikofc.org/
https://mikofc.org/


ÅClick correct button
ÅFill in the blanks
ÅHit Save or Save & Add 

Another
ÅNeed to update event 

when complete.
Note:  We need to have at 
least one per District each 
month.

Enter a list of Exemplifications



Open Houses
The way to successful recruiting

Alain Cayer



Programs

State Program Dir.
Ron DePestel
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Programs Strengthen
 Councils & Families

Why Programs Matter



War On Forms

4 Battles
13 

Opportunities 
to win !
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Activity July August September Total

Eff Survey Ѷ 3 pts Ѷ 2 pts Ѷ 1 pt

10784 (4 completed) Ѷ 3 pts Ѷ 2 pts Ѷ 1 pt

Recruit 1-member  (available monthly) Ѷ 3 pts Ѷ 2 pts Ѷ 1 pt

185 (Only Once) Ѷ 3 pts Ѷ 2 pts Ѷ 1 pt

365 (Only Once) Ѷ 3 pts Ѷ 2 pts Ѷ 1 pt

1295 (Only Once) Ѷ 3 pts Ѷ 2 pts

Council Directory Form Ѷ 3 pts

2 Members attend Diocesan Meeting Ѷ 3 pts

2 Members attend District Meeting Ѷ 3 pts

1 Member attend District meeting Ѷ 1 pt

Participating in Soccer Ѷ 3 pts Ѷ 2 pts Ѷ 1 pt

Participating in Corn Hole Ѷ 3 pts

Total Points 1st Quarter

Battle 1st Quarter
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Total War Points  _________ _________ _________ _________ ________

               Quarter 1 Quarter 2 Quarter 3 Quarter 4    Total

Awards:

¶Council winner in District  each quarter, Certificate

¶Council winner in Diocese  each quarter, Pizza Party with State Officer

¶Overall winner per Diocese , Dinner with State Officer

¶Ties TBD
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Star Council 2026 т 2027
 

EċƖŰШƣőĲШ~Ħ]ŔƻŰĲǃЯШ[ŸƨŰĬĲƖƚќЯШѼШ9ŸũƨůĤŔċŰШ ƽċƖĬƚбШċŰĬШ
Satisfy all Administrative requirements: 

2026-2027 Administrative Requirements 

1 2 3 4

Be in good 
Standing with

Supreme Council
(pay assessments) 

Safe Environment
Compliant 

Submit forms 
#185 (Report of 

Officers), 
#365 (report of 

Directors),
#1728 (Annual Survey) 

NEW:
Submit Form 

#1295)
(Annual Audit) 
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McGivney Award 2026-2027

NO CHANGES

Attain 6% intake Growth based on July 1st council membership

Minimum 5 / Maximum 15  
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New Columbian Award Requirements  
Requirement #1

Donate $500.00 to any of the following 
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New Columbian Award Requirements  
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New Columbian Award Requirements  
Requirement #2

Complete 4 programs  (one in each category) 



61

New Columbian Award Requirements  
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New Columbian Award Requirements  
Requirement #3

Conduct Cor monthly
Include name and 

email 
of EFF Director 

3 Unique
Programs / Activities 

Build fraternity
Brings men closer to 

Christ
Serve Parish or 

Community 

OR
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New State Programs

Cornhole Tournament Onion Bag Drive Build т A т Bed 
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State Program and Family of the 
Year Awards Submissions

Dates to Remember:
December 2, 2026 - Winter meeting  
March 15, 2027 т Final Submission due 
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Blessed Michael McGivney Medal

What is Needed to Enter?
ÅA council Chaplain 
ÅState Blessed Michael McGivney Award form 

(#SBMMA)

Michigan Jurisdiction annually awards to a Knights 
of Columbus Chaplain whose priestly zeal and 
exemplary service are in the finest traditions of 
ǘƘŜ hǊŘŜǊΩǎ ŦƻǳƴŘŜǊΣ .ƭŜǎǎŜŘ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ aŎDƛǾƴŜȅΦ

March 15, 2027 т Final Submission due 

You can find the forms at KofC.org/blessed McGivney


