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INTRODUCTION LETTER

“Dads For Life” began as a pilot program conducted at Christ The Redeemer Church(CTR), 
Lake Orion, on Fathers Day 2022. In a nutshell, no-charge digital photos were taken of 
participating families and emailed to fathers encouraging Knights of Columbus membership. 

 When initially proposed, PGK James T. Pettinato supported the program, provided a 
photographer could be retained at no expense to Council.

 A professional photographer from the parish donated his time, but backed out at the last 
minute due to poor response on SignUp Genius. This turned out as a blessing as Knights 
stepped up and took quality, casual photos of families. The results from the pilot program 
were encouraging and the program was repeated on Fathers Day 2023 at CTR’s larger sister 
parish, St. Joseph Catholic Church(SJ),Lake Orion. The 2023 program had a greater parish 
response; consequently it will be repeated at SJ on Fathers Day 2024.

 As will be shown in this application, the Dads For Life program is low-cost and offers other 
Councils an opportunity to generate numerous potential leads for membership, while 
recognizing the importance of fatherhood and family. 

     Tom Tiffany, Grand Knight , Council 4764

     Dennis Witmer, Program Director



PROJECT OVERVIEW

WHO: “Dads For Life” reinforces the importance of the father and his family at a church 
location; free-will donations are collected for the local pregnancy center; and names of 
potential K of C members are generated.  

  

WHAT: In many cases, a father takes the family picture. For “Dads of Life,” the father is 
centered in the family photo, stressing HIS family importance.

WHERE: The family pictures are taken outside the Catholic church, in our case near a statue of 
St. Joseph, the patron saint of fathers, stressing the importance of church community. 

WHEN: The “Dads For Life” program takes place appropriately on Fathers Day in June, a 
typically quiet month for Knights of Columbus activities.

WHY: Council 4764 initiated this project during the post-COVID period, when church attendance 
was low at our parish. 

HOW:  Following Masses on Fathers Day, participants sign-up during coffee and donuts and 
accompanied to the photo location. Their photo and note to consider joining the K of C are 
emailed to them that afternoon. The leads – name, photo, telephone and email address -  are 
turned over to the Council Membership team for follow-up.  

  



SELECTION PROCESS & PROJECT CHRONOLOGY

Step 1 – April - Obtain approval from Pastor to hold project on 

Fathers Day  (June)

➢Approval for use of gathering space, “Dads For Life “banner, 

table for sign-up, and coffee & donuts (optional) 

Step 2 –  April - Obtain Council approval for project

➢Expenses: reusable banner ($50); coffee & donuts ($300); 

matching donations for pregnancy center($500 ASAP)

Step 3 - April – Select photographers (2, including backup)

Step 4 – May – Solicit manpower, 3 per Mass; publicize event in 

bulletins in late May/early June

➢2 men/Mass for sign-ups; 1 man to coordinate sign-ups with 

photographer 

Step 5 – June – “Smile! This is a fun event!” Take pics.

➢Send digital pics and notes to all participants on Fathers Day

Step 6 – June – Thank workers. Complete Form 10784



ROSTER OF PARTICIPANTS & ROLES FULFILLED

• Project Chairman (1) – Coordinates overall activity. 

Obtains approval from Pastor. Arranges church bulletin 

publicity, banner.  Sends  photos to all participants. 

Acknowledges workers. Arranges ASAP donation. 

• Photographers (2) – Takes digital pics. 

• Sign-up workers (2 per Mass) – Maintain legible records 

on sign-up form. Display K of C literature. Maintain 

good-will collection bottle. 

• Photo Coordinators (2) – Escorts participants to 

photographer. Assures pic no. matches participant’s 

name. 



   Dads for Life 
program was 
publicized in 
bulletins in late 
May/early June

PROGRAM EXECUTION



PROGRAM EXECUTION

K O F C  W O R K E R S R E G I S T R A T I O N  F O R M  



PROGRAM EXECUTION

P H O T O G R A P H E R S W O R K E R S  



MEDIA

M I C H I G A N  C O L U M B I A N

A R O U N D  T H E  S T A T E  1 6  O C T  2 0 2 2

O X F O R D  P R E G N A N C Y  C E N T E R

H E A R T  L I N E ,  V O L .  4 1 ,  I S S U E  # 2



CORRESPONDENCE TO PARTICIPANTS
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Fr. Steve Matega and his parents



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Grand Knight Tom Tiffany presents check to 
Oxford Pregnancy Center representatives



RESULTS

2022 PILOT PROGRAM AT CTR

• Participants : 14 Fathers, 52 Family members

• Donations: $45

• Recruitment letters: 14

2023 PROGRAM AT ST. JOSEPH’S CHURCH

• Participants: 26 Fathers, over 100 Family members

• Donations: $150

• Recruitment letters: 26

• New member: 1

BENEFITS: All fathers and the local parish are 
strengthened by “Dads For Life.” The program appears 
most attractive to Latino families. One father, who 
prominently displays his 2022 family photo at his home, 
joined the Knights of Columbus in 2023.



RESULTS – TYPICAL PHOTOS 2022



RESULTS – TYPICAL PHOTOS 2023


