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Church History, The First 100 Years 

 

Our Worthy Grand Knight Phillip L. Van Huffel had a question, “Why has Christianity Survived?” 

He searched this question on the internet, along with the question of “What were the Key Events in the 
First 100 Years of the Church’s History?” 

The Grand Knight took these key events to our Council Chaplain and Associate Pastor Reverend Chung C. 
Tran, C.Ss.R., with the idea of doing a Bible Study Program for the Parishioners of Saint Alphonsus 
Parish, in Grand Rapids, Michigan. The purpose of this program was to enlighten the parishioners and 
their families on what we believe as Catholics and why we believe it. 

After presenting this program to the Council, the Council voted that we open this program up to all 
parishioners of the Diocese of Grand Rapids. The goal was to create a Family Prayer Night, where 
families could learn the history of their faith in a casual setting. Our Worthy Grand Knight began the task 
of promoting the Bible Study Program in the parish, while our Worthy Treasurer and Past Grand Knight 
Rodney G. Cronin began the task of promoting the Bible Study Program outside of the parish. 

The promotion of this program in the parish was done by pulpit and bulletin announcements, a poster, 
and flyers in the back of church and word of mouth. Outside the parish, this program was promoted by 
contacting Faith Grand Rapids Magazine, a Diocesan Publication. Sending a letter and promotional flyer 
to all local parishes in the Diocese of Grand Rapids. We also had communication with the Grand Rapids 
Diocesan Program Director (South) Thomas Farley and Gary Kolbicz of the Michigan State Council, to 
promote the program through the Michigan Knights of Columbus.  

Our Council Chaplain, Associate Pastor and Project Director, Reverend Chung C. Tran, C.Ss.R. began the 
task of extensive research to present this Bible Study Program to the parishioners of the Diocese of 
Grand Rapids.   

The First Session of this Bible Study was presented on September 22, 2022, at Saint Alphonsus Parish, in 
Grand Rapids, Michigan. The session was on Year 34, Saint Stephen Martyred and was live streamed, for 
those who could not make it in person.  

Our Council had to overcome many challenges to keep this Bible Study Program going. We had to 
cancel, postpone, and reschedule some of the sessions, due to circumstances out of our control. These 
included a Redemptorist Conclave, the start of a conversion from a Redemptorist Parish to a Diocesan 
Parish and the Weather. Our original finishing date should have been March 23, 2023, but due to 
unexpected circumstances, we will finish this program sometime after Easter. Although we were 
challenged, we will achieve our goal and all the topics will be covered. We were unable to list all our 
Sources and References at this time, due to Rev. Chung C. Tran, C.Ss.R. being out of the country for his 
ailing mother. We will make all references available as soon as possible. 
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Church History 
 

The First 100 Years 
 
 

The Saint Alphonsus-Seelos Council #15495, of the Knights of Columbus is hosting a 

Bible Study Program featuring "Church History, the First 100 Years". This program will 

explore what we as Catholics believe and why we believe it. 

 

 

 

Significant Events, which the Bible Study will focus on are: 

 

Year 34 - St. Stephen Martyred. 

Year 46 - St Paul begins journeys and epistles. 

Year 50 - Council of Jerusalem. 

Year 64 - Nero begins persecution of Christians. 

Year 64 - St. Peter Martyred. 

Year 67 - St. Paul Martyred. 

Year 69 - Mark Gospel. 

Year 80 - Acts of the Apostles. 

Year 80 - Matthew Gospel. 

Year 80 - Luke Gospel. 

Year 95 - Book of Revelations. 

Year 100 - John Gospel. 

Year 100 - St. John dies. 

 

 

 

The dates for the Bible Study are the following Thursdays, from 6:00 P.M. to 8:00 P.M.: 

 

September 22, 2022  September 29, 2022    

October 20, 2022  October 27, 2022 

November 3, 2022  November 17, 2022 

January 19, 2023  January 26, 2023 

February 16, 2023  February 23, 2023 

March 16, 2023  March 23, 2023 

 

 

The presenters will be: 

                       

Reverend Chung C. Tran, C.Ss.R & Reverend Thomas M. Santa, C.Ss.R. 

 

 

The location will be at Saint Alphonsus Church, 224 Carrier St. N.E., in Grand Rapids. 
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Saint Alphonsus-Seelos Council #15495 
Saint Alphonsus Parish Center 
224 Carrier Street N.E. 
Grand Rapids, MI 49505-4927 
 
July 30, 2022 
 
 
Ann Jacob 
Editorial Director 
Faith Magazine 
360 Division Ave. S. 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503  
 
 
 
Dear Ann Jacob, 
 
The Saint Alphonsus-Seelos Council #15495 of the Knights of Columbus, based out of Saint Alphonsus Parish, in 
Grand Rapids, is hosting a Bible Study Program over the next year. The Bible Study will be on Church History, The 
First 100 Years. As far as we know, this project has never been taken on before. 
 
I would like to request a mention in your Faith Magazine when you have room. Our Council would like to include as 
much of the Diocese of Grand Rapids as possible. I have enclosed a flyer, containing the details. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Rodney G. Cronin 
Past Grand Knight 
Saint Alphonsus-Seelos Council #15495 
rodcronin@comcast.net 
(616) 481-7640 
 
 
Cc: Council File 



 

 
 

 

Church History 
 

The First 100 Years 
 
 

The Saint Alphonsus-Seelos Council #15495, of the Knights of Columbus is hosting a 

Bible Study Program featuring "Church History, the First 100 Years". This program will 

explore what we as Catholics believe and why we believe it. 

 

 

 

Significant Events, which the Bible Study will focus on are: 

 

Year 34 - St. Stephen Martyred. 

Year 46 - St Paul begins journeys and epistles. 

Year 50 - Council of Jerusalem. 

Year 64 - Nero begins persecution of Christians. 

Year 64 - St. Peter Martyred. 

Year 67 - St. Paul Martyred. 

Year 69 - Mark Gospel. 

Year 80 - Acts of the Apostles. 

Year 80 - Matthew Gospel. 

Year 80 - Luke Gospel. 

Year 95 - Book of Revelations. 

Year 100 - John Gospel. 

Year 100 - St. John dies. 

 

 

 

The dates for the Bible Study are the following Thursdays, from 6:00 P.M. to 8:00 P.M.: 

 

September 22, 2022  September 29, 2022    

October 20, 2022  October 27, 2022 

November 3, 2022  November 17, 2022 

January 19, 2023  January 26, 2023 

February 16, 2023  February 23, 2023 

March 16, 2023  March 23, 2023 

 

 

The presenters will be: 

                       

Reverend Chung C. Tran, C.Ss.R & Reverend Thomas M. Santa, C.Ss.R. 

 

 

The location will be at Saint Alphonsus Church, 224 Carrier St. N.E., in Grand Rapids. 

                                                                                                                                 

 

 

                                                                                                                                             



 
 
Saint Alphonsus-Seelos Council #15495 
Saint Alphonsus Parish Center 
224 Carrier Street N.E. 
Grand Rapids, MI 49505-4927 
 
July 30, 2022 
 
 
 
Dear Parish Staff, 
 
The Saint Alphonsus-Seelos Council #15495 of the Knights of Columbus, based out of Saint Alphonsus Parish, in 
Grand Rapids, is hosting a Bible Study Program over the next year. The Bible Study will be on Church History, The 
First 100 Years. As far as we know, this project has never been taken on before. 
 
I would like to request a mention in your weekly bulletin when you have room. Our Council would like to include as 
much of the Diocese of Grand Rapids as possible. I have enclosed a flyer, containing the details. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Rodney G. Cronin 
Past Grand Knight 
Saint Alphonsus-Seelos Council #15495 
rodcronin@comcast.net 
(616) 481-7640 
 
 
Cc: Council File 
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Parish Letters 

The Council sent Letters to the following Parishes in the Diocese of Grand Rapids. 
 
 
Blessed Sacrament Parish   Saint Isidore Parish 
Grand Rapids, Michigan    Grand Rapids, Michigan 
 
Saint Mary’s Parish    Saint Jude Parish 
Grand Rapids, Michigan    Grand Rapids, Michigan 
 
Saint Anthony of Padua Parish   Holy Spirit Parish 
Grand Rapids, Michigan    Grand Rapids, Michigan 
 
Cathedral of Saint Andrew   Saint Peter & Paul Parish 
Grand Rapids, Michigan    Grand Rapids, Michigan 
 
Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish   Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish 
Grand Rapids, Michigan    Grand Rapids, Michigan 
 
Saint Paul the Apostle Parish   Saint Thomas the Apostle Parish 
Grand Rapids, Michigan    Grand Rapids, Michigan 
 
Saint Stephen Parish    Saint Michael Ukrainian Parish 
East Grand Rapids, Michigan   Grand Rapids, Michigan 
 
Our Lady of Sorrows Parish   Shrine of Saint Francis Xavier-Our Lady of Guadalupe  
Grand Rapids, Michigan    Grand Rapids, Michigan 
 
Basilica of Saint Adalbert    Holy Name of Jesus Parish 
Grand Rapids, Michigan    Wyoming, Michigan 
 
Saint John Vianney Parish   Our Lady of La Vang Parish 
Wyoming, Michigan    Wyoming, Michigan 
 
Holy Trinity Parish    Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish 
Comstock Park, Michigan   Belmont, Michigan 
 
Our Lady of Consolation Parish   Saint Robert of Newminister Parish  
Rockford, Michigan    Ada, Michigan 
 
Saint Patrick Parish 
Parnell, Michigan 
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Parish Bulletin Announcements 

 

 

Saint Alphonsus Parish Bulletin 
September 18, 2022 

 

 

 

 

Saint Alphonsus Parish Bulletin 
October 16, 2022 
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Parish Bulletin Announcements 

 

 
Saint Alphonsus Parish Bulletin 

October 23, 2022 
 
 
 

 
Saint Alphonsus Parish Bulletin 

November 13, 2022 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Saint Alphonsus Parish Bulletin 
December 11, 2022 
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Parish Bulletin Announcements 
 
 
 

 
 

Saint Alphonsus Parish Bulletin 
January 15, 2023 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Saint Alphonsus Parish Bulletin 
March 12, 2023 
March 19, 2023 
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Parish Bulletin Announcements 
 
 
 

 
 

Saint Alphonsus Parish Bulletin 
March 12, 2023 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Saint Alphonsus Parish Bulletin 
March 19, 2023 
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Diocese of Grand Rapids Publication 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Faith Grand Rapids Magazine 
October 2022 

Volume 16    Issue 7 
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Sessions 
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Reverend Chung C. Tran, C.Ss.R. 
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September 22, 2022 
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Nero’s persecution of Christians, St. Peter’s Martyred, St. Paul’s Martyred: 

 

Reverend Thomas M. Santa, C.Ss.R. presented the Bible Study on the above three key events. Reverend 
Santa did not provide handouts, as Reverend Tran had provided. Our Worthy Grand Knight wrote an 
accounting of what was presented below. 

 

Reverend Santa discussed the events of Nero’s persecution of Christians, the death of St. Peter and the 
death of St. Paul. 

Romans worshiped many gods. It was their religious belief. When they conquered Israel, the Israelites 
(Jews) had a monotheist belief in God. The Romans did not occupy Israel. They allowed the jews to 
continue to govern themselves and only sent an administrator to oversee Israel. (Pontius Pilot). 

When Jesus began his ministry, he was quickly identified as a revolutionist. He was increasingly 
disturbing to the scribes and pharisees who saw him as a threat to their authority. These concerns were 
passed on to the Romans. When Jesus was put to death, the Romans relaxed, the threat had been 
removed. 

However, when Paul began to convert gentiles to Christianity, a new threat developed. The assembly of 
the followers of Jesus in Israel began to gather followers. They were Jews lead by the apostle, James, 
who were waiting for the return of the Messiah. It wasn’t until the Council of Jerusalem that Paul and 
Peter and James came to an understanding that gentile converts were not governed by Jewish laws or 
traditions.   

During the reign of Emperor Claudius, Christians were tolerated. But when he was succeeded by his 
stepson, Nero, things changed. One of Nero’s advisors was Jewish. He told Nero that the Christians were 
a threat to Nero’s authority because they had started a new religion.  

Nero began the persecution of Christians by ordering St. Peter to Rome to stand trial for treason. Nero 
had St. Peter put to death. He then ordered St. Paul to be arrested and brought to Rome. St. Paul was a 
Roman citizen. He was treated differently from St. Peter.  

Finally, Nero had St. Paul taken outside of the city walls and killed.  

Nero died in the year 68. He was succeeded by Vespasian in the year 70. The jews in Israel had been 
revolting against Nero and were fighting for independence from 66 to 70. Vespasian dispatched a 
Roman army to Israel and destroyed Jerusalem. The persecution of Christians continued. 
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Sources & References 
 

 

Year 34 - Saint Stephen Martyred: 

 

 

 

 

Year 46 - Saint Paul begins Journeys & Epistles: 

 

 

 

 

Year 50 - Council of Jerusalem: 

 

 

 

 

Year 64 – Nero begins persecution of Christians: 

 

 

 

 

Year 64 – Saint Peter Martyred: 

 

 

 

 

Year 67 – Saint Paul Martyred: 

 

 

 

 

Year 69 - Gospel of Mark: 

 

 

 

 

Year 80 – Gospel of Matthew: Rev. Don Senior, C.P., S.T.D., Ph.D., President   

Emeritus, Professor of New Testament at the Catholic Theological 

Union, in  Chicago, IL. 

 

Rev. Felix Just, S.J., Ph.D. San Francisco, CA, and Gospel of Mark  

Document at USCCB.org 

 

John H. Morison, Professor of New Testament and Winn Professor 

Of Ecclesiastical History Harvard Divinity School. 
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Hours & Cost 
 

 
Grand Knight:   Planning, Research, Bulletin Announcements    25 Hours 
 
Rev. Chung Tran, C.Ss.R.: Research, Planning     120 Hours 
    Presentation        10 Hours 
 
Rev. Thomas Santa, C.Ss.R.: Research, Planning       36 Hours 
    Presentation          6 Hours 
 
Deputy Grand Knight:  Live Stream          6 Hours 
    Photographs          2 Hours 
 
Project Recorder:  Letters           4 Hours 
    Project Recording & Service Award Book    80 Hours 
 
Richard Gregurich:  IT Work            1 Hour 
 
        

Hours as of March 19, 2023:       290 Hours 
 
 
 

Cost: 
 
Bulletin Postings: $100.00 
Poster:     $38.15 
Poster Frame:    $15.00 
Project Flyers:    $54.00 
Postage:    $15.00 
Bottled Water:    $  9.36 
 
Service Award Books: 
 
3 Note Books:    $29.07 
Sheet Protectors:   $25.09 
Printing:    $  9.67 
Flash Drive:    $  8.49 
 
  Total: $303.83 
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